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CHAP. I. 


An -Exhortation to an Holy Life ,. with 
. MAotives thereto, 


F T's very fad to' conſider, not only how few Na- 
rions there ae in the World witch pro'els 
Chriſtianiry , but alſo of thoie who do profe!s 
it , how few there are comparatively that live 


apconng ro their Proteſhon, W it 4 
-well beſcems all Chriſts tairhtul ſervants, eſpecially the D, 
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ro-meet, and for their ſakes chiefly ir is that I pub- 
lifh rhis lircle Paper 3 being encouraged thereto by 
ſolne pious Perſons, both of Ciry and Countrey, who 
intend ro give ſome of them away to poor __ 
about them , and —__ might do the like. 
And may ir pleaſe God ta giye a Blefling ro ſuch a 
mean Undertaking as this, and ſucceed it ro the good 


of Souls, I ſhall lictle the of rhe Cu- 
rious : Remembring the ing I Rang babe La et 
with of a devout Writer to this purpoſe , That he 
was deſirous his Books ſhould be ſcattered a'road 
upon Pedlers Sralls, and thence come 1nro the hands 
of common People, for the encreafing of Knowledge 
and Riery, rather than be ſolemnly laid up and buried 
in the Libraries of the learne4. - 
Wherefore withour any more Preface, I, ſhall ad- 
dreſs my ſelf ro you for whoſe ſake I write theſg 
Fines , as a Perſwafive to an Holy and Religious Life, 
Now 10 order thereto let me beſcech you-ro 3 
upon your. Lives paſt, and call your - ſelves ror ac- 
counc , wierher it has been your care and ſudy ro 
live in fuch a godly manner as becomes thaſe who 
are baptized into the Name of Chriſt , and after him 
are called Chriſtians. Have you well conſidered whar 
is the meaning of this. Name, and whar Engagement 
you under to an Holy Life, by raking it upon, you #1 
priſm? And do.you, keep well; in. mind; your Ba- 
priſmal Vow, wherein, you; renounced t vy, 
che World and the Fleſh, and promiſed to be Chriſt's 
fairhful Souldiers, and Servants, apd © to conunue all 


the days of your Life? Have you {© far ynde;ſtoqd 
_ | Fg, aokimal gg mag ic 
your c buſme(s £o. accondipgly You 
w an fight manfully: againt your tpi- 
F Erieeics.?|-Da-you-live as, doſe tha: bolkeye 
ing jn' 41! things 10 
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is Grace; he will guide you by his Counſel, 
ar receive you to Glory. 

But pray deal fairhfully with your own Souls and 
tell me , Has it not been quice otherwiſe with you ? 
Have yon" not conrenred ſelves with the bare Name 
and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and in the mean time 
led an'il! of Life , direaly contrary to your 
Profeffion? Have you nor lived pany mw ac a 

Dury;; or in groſs fins againſt your ledge ? 
| Do not the remptations of 
OI IDE PNG manor canes more 
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in your anger uſe raili reviling 
"do you nor live in Navy aa Malice , ſeeking tor re-- 
venge of thoſe that have done yoa any injury? D& 
nag 7 ett pe Opening Whore- 


? Are you not much more concerned for 
pdies than for your. precious Souls.? -And do 
ſly ek ror Food et Oy 
things of this 
m of Glory whi 
Servants in the 


- 
- 
o 


OPPELOTY: 
4 


. 


telb, I hope, thar God made you, and th 
you ro Ge. him, by hving ner to. his Com- 
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of every 1 | 
- (1) Thar you may be led, wich, ep becorye 
Ges kata Ea wel gs" That this was 


the greet end for which God made youyand bytgs nou altye, 
and giws. you ſo| many. wereies of ul. ſarts,, You 
j that he de 


manehments. ſome of rhoſe firſt chings 
which Children learn, and it were well if a Lyn 


#re. ro be- Men. and Women , they would 
aie-eripuſly +0 think of Co ra-nie according. 


ly. _— God has made. all Crearuzes for ſame 


this. 
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Will you __ 
ear enemy of your : . 
Gods Spiric, and follow his motions and 
ons of his word which. lead ro happineſs ? Or. 
gticve this Blefſed Spirit, who alone-can give 
ort , do nor morioas, 
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(ey ſhould be fenr you from the Ki 
\dargr of dh or Reelon wal 


; with you by his hs tor miſter = ro 
| money” Somerimes he ſends affiitions te corret you 


our faules, to thew you the evil of fn, and draw yo 
* to himſelf ; and ar other times "he ſends many 


I CEE fre of all Gods alin with & 
Conſider further what engagements you ly under 


by your own profeſſion, promiſes and vows. Ye 
a bl tf _ —& » oy felves _ 


p _by an unchriſtian —_— of mind, apps 6 
- life. If you are falſc or cruel, Coverous or Lufſtful, like 
a Tirk or Jew, it matters lictle what you call your 


ſelves. He 15 not a Chriſtian that's one ourwardly, t 

heck ar has the fame mind and ſpigit that was in Chri 

. Jeſus, God will- not at the laſt- day on phy 

[their names and titles, but by their hearts and 

A will go much worſe with a man that calls þ 

.Kelf a Chriſtian, and yerlives like an Heathen or I 
And pray confider how by your Baptifm you are 

(lernly lifted under Chriſts banner, ro 

FSevil, the World and the Fleſh : and by the k 

this: vcw you fhew your ſelves to be Chriſtians + 

- (But if you are led away by the temprations of £ Sar; 
and do his works, and are cnſnared by the vanities of 

-World, the luſts and pleafures of the Fleſh, you doi 

.cfiect nnpones your im. 


FT, 7 ge ee gg rum umprupac = 


the Diſci Ac 


” JE EP 


 — 
-y 


The Chriſtian Monitor. 215 
have nor received this Holy Sacrament, though 
have long been ar years of diſcrerion, you then ſhew 
ſelves by this negle& to be no obediene Diſci 
iſt, fince you do nor obey his plain 
remembrance of him, pe 220 And indeed 

$ wilt hot * | 
ion, becauſe they think ir would bind 
- goody fp eſus Chriſt from being : 
us Chri 
, who look upon of oo Aacrefoqpona > cur 
olfl ſevere,and will norpromiſeto im? Yea db they not 
were 


keeps them from the Communion, it's like» would keep 
them. from being Baprized, if ir were yet to be done, 

what fort of Chriſttans are they that would reject 
. dew Baptiſm, becauſe ir engages them to an holy 
ite ? 
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as: you pray that you may do. And if you thus 

to your prayers, Gods grace will never be 
ing for your afliſtance. 


(s-) Conſider alſo how juſt and equal all Gods : 
| mandinents 
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upon us. Infomuch that no Man of what rank CO 
dirion foever, can lead a 


iſon only berwixt a ſober 
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do-the great drinkers nee 
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nking 
till ether the Charity ,of Friends, or Dearh it ſelf releaſe 
them thence. ( And by the way, is this ſuch a pleaſant- 
Life that it's worth being damn'd for to Hell-rorments 
ro all ity? of which afterward.) / | ; 


Eſpecially ch wicked People as 
, Traitors and Rebels, do (elkdom- 
eſcape the hands of publick Juſtice. But who will hurt Mx 
if they befollowers of that whichis good ? Or what hurt. does: 


2 nan br himſelf by living ſoberly ard chaſt'y, 


by tearing God and honouring the King ? What miſchiet 
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22 The Chriſtian Monitor. 
is it to be ' EEE np rnb 
as tO improve it,” 7ob 22.21. 
But how fad 1s the fete ot fo wicked Man , who 
has no ſuch knowledge of God, no love to him, nor an 
expe8aations of help and relief from him. Even in his 
proſpericy he's a very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
withour God in the World : bur he feels himſelf ro 
beſo indeed, when he falls imo any great calamiry , and' 
knows not which way to rurn himſelt for help and com- 
fort! For as wickedneſs ſtill brings Men into miſery (as 
I have before ſhewn) ſo there it leaves them in the moſt 
wretched forlorn condition. And the il] remper of their 
mipds , adds weight and load to their calamities, and* 
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mird, that he will even triumph a2d neat in the midſt 


of his ſufferings, as we know the A and - 
tive Chriſtians did, and that eſpecially in hope ofthe gl 


that brings me to the laſt Confideration I ſhall mention. 
( Laſtly ) Namely , That an Holy Life through the rich 
mercy of God, will render «us perfefily and eternally bleſſed in 
the World to come , whereas a wicked courſe of Liſe, leads to 
eteraal miſery and torment, According as we in his. 
World , ſo muſt we fare in the next : for this Life is a 
ſtace of rial in order to Eternicy, Even at Dearh a 
Man has ground of much comfort, having the reſtuno- 
by of a Conſcience, and the ſenſe of God's love, fo 
the with Sairt Stephen , he may commit his Soul into 
the hands of the Lord Jeſus, who is ready to receive 
him. EButhow fad is it with a wicked Man, when beſide 
all che pains of his body, his mind is rormeneed with 
the remembrance of his fins, and with the fears of God's 
wrath, Bug the difference will be made ar the 4; 
» W the ſhe 
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24 The Chriftian Monitor. 
both a moſt excreding and an eternal weight of glory that's 


Weennlſg, 2 C#. 4, 17, 18, For tver (hall wi remati with 
the. Lord, 1 Thef.' 4. 17. The crernal God will be the 
panes of his people ; and their joy in him ſhall-never 
e leſſened or abared through all exernity, They ſhall be 
always bleſſing and praifing him, always farisfied and 
raviſhed with the beholding of his Gloriesand the enjoy- 
uu of his love ; always delighted with the moſt plea- 
and agrecable (ociery of Angels and Sajnts : And 
never more. ſhall dear friends and companions be c- 
from. each other, when once they are met” in 
; Dearth has now no power over them. The 
are become in ſome meaſure even like to Chriſt himſelf 
and there ſhall ſee him as he is in all his glory; Phil.3.21, - 


1 4. - 2. | 
, war it is thas to be made like ro Chriſt,to ſee God 
and enjoy himywe are nota2le fully ro expreſs or conceive 


whilt-we arehere in the ; ro compare the glories of 
Pharenc te an prof Gur ad Pale 
ro 


blind Man can never well 
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there? Are tot our own Souls ? And do nor 
Ben tours 00 fave nd cate? ne & wha 
i i there wy Unes , ch wen apy my 

aur cs 
_ de fore of God nd gel Hſe? Do we nocſee 


om us 3 many of our deareſt Friends 
eee gone ieforens, od we our elves are ily et 
lod We are juſt upon the borders of cternicy, 
liable to a thouſand diſcaſes and miſchances that .may 
ſoon ſtop. our breath, and then we are Since then 
log ogy vey och oe enjoyments of 
: © ler us ſee-ro make ſure of eternal glory 3; which 
we tady do, by Gods afliſtance, even the pooreſt. Man 
on Earth, The will become hoe We IPO 
For God is no reſpe&ter of perſons. Chriſt died for poor 
Men as well as rich; and they char hav e no. inheritance 
on Earth may, be Heirs of the y Kingdom, if they 
be rich in faich and love to God, Zan. 2. 5. And.me- 
thinks that have ſo much troub apt Greg in. 1900 
life, be moved to ſcek after riches and. 
the life to come. Therethe pooreſt Lazerss ſhall 
a thouſand times more naagpas {5 aoangy hi 
proud Divzs's.or rich Glutrons and have 
in their delicious fare and gorgeous Wop 
ly open ef this glory may.) y-fill che: | 
with ſo much joy, « will even orgr his 
ns not count his afiitions worthy 2g be 
GENDERS Ie ſhapes hopes for, n abr Ayr e-anr 
—_— careſt Prince upon Earth, who is 
pes, Thus it was. with the 
and 1 Dol 2 Cor.6. 10. 1 Pit. I. 6, 7, 
Thus have I briefly told you lomewhar 0 
wats y in the world to came 
er wha will be the portion of 
whodepict mercies of God, and-che 
the Goſpel , theſe will. ar -laſt- (ll 
ery Weak and Vengeance, and chere- muſt remain for 
erct in the moſt intokerable rormenrs of Sou! and Bod, 6 
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Dhert Faw me 3: caſed ito everaing fre prepared fr 
| on me ye inte everlaſting ' 
| his Angels. An heavy doom, lf. Fee moft 
departed from God, and negleRed his ſervice 
and therefore now muſt they depart from 
m which their corrupt minds can take no 
'd the Tavern and the Ale-houſe 
Drinking, in Soaring and Bevellng amongſt 
, In Roaring and Revellicg 
ons, than fn wornnng of God 
communion of Saints ; they loved not Prayers 
in the aſſemblies of his people, nor had any 
come to the Lords Table, though often inv1- 
Ah therefore Fay By Leeks Fr 
company, u ea- 
loymencs, Tor which they are alrogether un- 
them greatly given ro Carſing, 
pon them : That curſe of God 
their rage often wiſhed torheir Neighbour, 
upon themſelves. Nay did not many of 
wretches even call for this curſe upon 
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fore now they muſt have the Dezil and bis An- 
damned finners like chemictves ro be their 
: ions in torment , who are ſo far from pirying or 
— — 
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to cool their To Ir muſt- nor 
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hear their cries, when pain and come upon 
them, Pra. 1. 24 to the egd. c—_ 
cry out againſt their companions and the Devil, 


H, 
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bt 


in ſpite of all the warnings 
by their own wilfull and _—_—_ 
miſery 


f 
[ 
is 


deſpaic ! Who can dwell with everlaſting burnings ? Who 
can? And yer the damned ſinner muſt, in the moſt 
raging and impatient manner. After they have lain 
thouſands and millions of years in that place of rormenr, 
yer is there not a moment leſs ro come, there is a whole 
eternity ſtill behind. The worm never dies : the flame 
is zever quenched. Nor js God to be accuſed of ſeveri- 
oo all chis, ſince ir was the finners own doing, the 

ir of their own choice : For they knew that fin would 
ſink them inco Hell, ahd yer they would venture upon it. 
And indeed it ſinks them thither as naturally as a ſtone 


coverous, EG OS and 
ſenſual do kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their own Souls ; 
and whilſt chey carry along with them i 

temper of mind, it muſt ſtill needs make them moſt 
wretched and miſerable in another World, ola 
ever their Souls live, and theſe vices ſtick to _ 

is to all eternity. Ler not him that carries fire in his 


boſom accuſe Gods providence for the fire hor, 
when he feels irburn him, elrnfrmny A his own 
folly and wiltullneſs : And ſo muſt (elf-condemnned fin- 
ners be forced to do. 

And 
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roxhe-wic ; toc-may pare 6f ther glory 
 vithch;1s prowited ro'the Does: 
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"And will nor ll the joys of Heaven ther "ſhall laſt - 
_ ever and ever, ab reward our diligence jn Gods 
. fervice for this fhorr lite rime ? And are nor the erernal 
, Frinenrrs of Kell enough ro reftrain- men from @ looſe 
and. ſinful life, 'thaugh ir were never ſo profitable or 
teaſenc here for 2 little while ? Bur you haye tefore heard 
'F © fully proved, rhateven ar prefent an holy- life is-iry all 
reſpeas moſt tor our benefit and 'comfort. Sothat With- 
out doubt a good man finds more {weerneſs and farisfaRti- 
on -inthe way to Heaven, than finnersdo "abc to 
Hell, Our gracious God appoints us an- cafie and-ho 
nourable fervice, and gives glorious rewards : 
' "Devil is a moſt crue! lfir, an eco hs Naves tothe 
RY and afterward - paies them very ſad 
K Rom. 6. 21, 22, 23. W then will you be 
Chi % freemen or the Devil's bondſlaves FIOERs _ 
you walk in the good ways pwn ond nn. 
* comfort here on Earth, "od crernal alory —_— y 
- the crooked paths of {'n, —Y now veins forrow 
and ſhame and, pam, and hereafter will - you to 
, Eternal miſery and rorment inHell ? Thus -are life aad 
cath, happineſs and miſery fer before you :* Wharchoiee 
* then will you make ? One- would * think there was no 
- £x£ar difficulry inthe caſe to a man that has the uſe of his 
. Teaſon, if he oil at all -make uſe of- 1e4n the affairs-of 
.. bys Soul, ' A little ſerves rury' ro convince men, 
there 15 Fo 2005 ny TIE poverty 


reproach, pain and | 
- Honeſth avoid them roiker Riches 48d Honour, 
" eaſe and liberty. ti am ſure there is a thouſand 
" times ef: reafen fer a-man to diſobey God-atd damn his 
Soul for ever, rather thanto pleaſe-and ſerve kim; -atid 
+ þ makefſure of crernal Salvation, Wherefore ler man 
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teſeech you ro rake the matter inco conſideration, and' 
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CHAP. II. 


41 rief deſcription of” an holy life, with» 
ſome ſhort Diretions in order thereto. 


F younow demand of me wherein confiſts this Holineſs ' 
of life, to which I have-been chus and carneſt- 
ly exhorting you, thar 1 hope you may in meaſure 
underſtand by retfleQting. on what I-ſaitd* at rhe begin-- 
ning, ITY to what I have intimated all a- 


long my Di er tor your aſſiſtance, I ſhall ſome- 
whar more Plaialy mp you, bur ve- 
ry briefly ; as no other can te expected ip this lictle 
Pa 


ſtians, according to yaur Baptiſmal Yow, in the keep- 
ing of which confiſts your Chriſtiaviry, Naw by your 


AiSenely read and ſted/aſtly believed, 


fd that which we -call the A Creed, 

believe in God the Father, Oc. This 1 hope you ate 
well inted with, rm lain, and dai- 
| I ſhalt 


theſe great cuhs-coneined inthe Creed, you may ' 


more __ underſtand chem, and t e more affctied with 
firm and deep-rooced in your Soul, that ſo the'fruir of 
your faith may __ in the holines of your {ife, 
Without this, the knowing of the Creed, and re- 
pearing it-never ſo often will ſtand us in no ſtead. For, 
4 "= I told you, obedience is the end of Faith. And all 
the articles of our Belicf do-meſt plainly rend ro make 

; Us holy and good, if we will but carctully attend torhem, 
and: conſider well of them. To fhew ir in ferv words, 
Ff we belitvr that God the Father - Almighty made us: and 
him, 40 wertlip ant chey Flaw 3 car m9 er aa. pre: 
tO m, as our mike: e- 
ſerver, who is Ftrnighey m Power, infinice in Wiſdom, 
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e truſt in him; to call xpon bim; to 
- 44 and. bis. Ward ; and to ſtrut him tral) 
ns of my Bt. 

 Mydanty towards my Neighbour, is to love bin as "ſell 
and to do to all men «s I would they do to me. 

Ut, honour, and ſuccour my. Father Mother. To honour 
and obey the King , and all that are put in authority under 


& 
E 
I 


TI 


fealing ; my tongue. from twil-ſpraking , lying, tr 
ing. To hrey my body. in temperance, ſobtrnefs and Fin. 
Not to coutt and defire.other mins goods ; but to lfars and' 
laboxr truly to gtt my own living , and to do my dity fu that 
fary of be ito which is ſhall pleaſe Gog.to call me, 


all my ſtrength; to worſtnp bim;. to give hin | 


— 
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Here you have your Dary in 4 little roomy. which you 
| elpeclally beg of Gal | 
ro. wrire his Laws in your heart, « may [erly | 
chearfully obey them in' your Lite 0A, * 
for your | aſiffance, 1 4. lircle enlarge * 
the chief of theſe Ditties, eſperially, the love of Gol | 
your Neighbour, ant. ſo conctude wich ſome. ſhore 
1 


.) 
= 
p 
2 
5 
= 
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|DireQions for the guiding of your ſteps more 
y and conſtantly in the ways of Holineſs all” the 
mn of your Lite. | 
0 love God with all our Heart and Soul, is the firft 
and Commandment: as our *aviahr filme reach- 
eth us, Vatth. 22. 37> 32. Tis makes us more eaſily 
ro offey all the reſt of his Commands. For if we truly 
loye God , we full be very fearful to offend him, and- 
very careful to pleaſe him in all our ways. And then do: 
we truly. love God wich all our Hearr, wien we love 
him more than all 'orher things in the World, more than 
Riches, Pleafures, Honours, Friends, or any other En- 
joyments , yea ; more than our very Lives; fo that we 
mT art with all, rather than loſe the favour of God, in 
vhich we accouiſc our happineſs chietly ro confiſt. This: 
I take to he the very Eſſence of Religion, and "tis that . 
withour which our Saviour tells us , we cannot be his 
Diſciples, Matth. 10. 37, 33. Bur when once we are gor- 
to thus eſechcraper, we ſhall find it no very hard mar- 
rex. to deny our ſelves, an{ rake 'upr om Crofs, and fol- 
k low our Lord and Maſter Yoth ia. welloing and in pa- 
TG. earneſtly beg of God Ly His hoty Spi 
4 us | - 
rit ro work this love in our ears, nd our lr 
; pecially let 
goodneſs _ ing- 
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low Condition frees you from a great many 


remptations , and from 
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And yer. before 1 proceced. ro the 2y Owe t9 
your Neighbour, ler me in a frw words direft you, &5'© 
the Worſhip of God in Prayers and Praiſes... This is 31 
molt Hoquany enjoyed in oc , and pri 
all good Men, and the very Lighe of Nature nay 
daily taſte of ir, and therefore are we taughr to þr ay 
tizxally, and in every thing to give thanks. To God alone 
muſt we offer up our Prayers and Praiſes in the Name of 
us Chriſt , as he himſelf reacherh us , Meth 4:3 
ob, 16. 23. We muft not pray to Angels or Sainrs, hot 
make: uſe of them as our Meddatours, for this is the pes 
SS Er EY 
ar O 1 Ti®. 2.5. Js 
25- Wherefore we mean, fimful Crearures muſt a'ways 
come to.God in the Name of Chriſt, and for his 
alone ,- hope for the favour of God , the pardon of our 
Sins, the a of our Perſons and 1 and 


Wherefore by no means, may we make 2 ar 
Picture of God , br maj we give Religions W +4 


: which: is direQtly contrary ro the ſecond Com- 
1andment. | wo AD es _ OY 
| of likeneſs” of. when we w him, 

Bas alt ore of Nin Aut pare an porous 
PRs moll werkul and wife, and Ho with ls the 
| World with his Preſence, and is always tear to 
us, though not tobe ſeen with badity Eyes 3 arid -hears 
is bocki able and 


dhe we, 2c alone, Marth, 6. 5. And there he ranghrhis 
ps howto , and hath given us thattyoft Exce]- 


; Which we calf the Lord's Prayer, 0#Father 


which ot is Feaven, &e. which os — , may afſare 
us, that Forms of Prayer 'are very lawful. And 'theLord $ 
Prayer may borh ſerve for a Patrern co dire us in all 
our Prayers, and alſo Js ir felt moſt fir to be uſed and 
to our- ether Prayers. Bur it is nor proper to 
aſe the Belief 4nd che ren Commandments for Prayers, 
as. the manner*1s of poor ignorant ;t we 
aght often ro think of them, 'or e them, for the 
of our Faith, andthe guiding of our Lives. 
_ Hpon' alt occaſions , m all our troubles and diſtrefſes, 
let us be much in 4s whe God , and ſtill ſeek to hinr 
for mercy and comfort, who is always nigh to them 
thae-call gon him in truth and fincerity. Would the 
poor Man ſcek as earneſtly to God for relief, as he does 
& his rich Neighbour, he would find ic the fureſtcourſe 
to have his wants ſupplied. Ard let us alſo frequently 
be x &+ our to God in Thankigiving and 
Praife, t his mercies and favours which he wy 
upon us. Thus may cyen the pooreſt Man have his 
mind often employ'd when he's at his Work in the Shop, 
or in the Field, or when he is walking in the way, or fail- 
on the Seas, which would nothinder, bur hi 
bours , and make them more caſie and pleaſant. Bur 
ro ſer ſome rime apart every day for Prayer. 
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eſpecial'y from fin, the worſt of all, And at the Even- 
ing; let this be our laſt-work before we lie doyn to 
, humbly to commir our ſelves ro God by Prayer, 
, $2.1, 2. 
Exceeding uſeful ir is We thoſe who have Families, 
ro 408 rogerher Morning and Evening in Prayer to God, 
| ia rexling forme part of his holy Word ; for which 
ogg ionges fi bor Books of Devotion : and 
though chey have none of them , yer they may uſe ſuch 
of the Prayers of the Church as are proper for their pur- 
, which are to be found in the Morning and Even- 
"ov negnang ang places. UE 
e you fit down to Meat, s bleſſing u 
it, and afterward rerurn thanks ie _ 
But befide obr Devorions in the Family or Cloſer, our 
grear Duty is ro worſhip God in the publick Afſem' lies 
of his People , which by no means we ought ro forſake, 


, Heh. 10. 25. Suffer nor your ſelves therefore by any 


Prerences whartcyer to be drawn away , either by Pz- 
piſts. or Setaries, from rhe publick Worſhip of God, 
45 it is now by Law cſtiblifhed in the Church of Exglane, 
Bur fee that you duly reſort ro your Pariſh Churches, and 
that nor only on Holy-days, but on che Week-days, when 
you have opportunity ahd leiſure, More eſpecially,ſee thar 
you conſtantly frequent the Church on the Lord's Day, 
if not hindered by ſickneſs, or ſome other very great 2nd 
urgent Cauſe, not that Excuſe keep you from 
Church, which would not keep you from the Marker. 
Bring as many of your Family along with you, as can 
Es ESE IU BILE 
u or It, nor run 
before the B : = 
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with the Prayers, and offer up- your defires to God 
ctherwile, though you may ſpeak much, you do not pra 
ar all. Avoid all vain and wandring thoughts, as 
as poflible, When you joyn in the of Sins, 
think of your own particular faults, and be deeply hum- 
bled for _C_— unfeignedly thankful for all God's 
mercies, whilſt you are praiſing his Name; and earneſtly 
long after that Grace ad ron for. Atrend with care and 
reverence to God's Word, when it's read from the Dexk, 
atd alſo to the preaching and explaining of ir from the 
Pulpit , that you may both be diligent hearers, and faith- 
£1 doers of the Word. « Negle& not the Church im the J 
Afternoon , though you ſhould live where there is no 
Sermon. Catechiſing may be as uſeful to you, and this f | 
ought to bein all plces. And befides that , you will | * 
hear the holy Scriptures read , and have the benefit of || | 
the publick Prayers. | 

When you come from Church, Sonu not the remain- 
der of the day in ſports and idleneſs, much leks in drink- 
irg and gaming, as too many do : bur if you have a f 
Family, let ſome time be ſpent with them, in prayi ,in 

et Chil j ! 
0 
n 


. reading God's Word, and ſome good Book ;- and 

dren” and Servants be  inſtrufted in their Cacechiſm, 
Examine them about what they have heard, that ſo it 
may make them more atrentive; and do you meditate I }' 
.on the ſame, that ir may ſink into your Heart. Works of þ © 
mercy and neceſſiry may be done on the Lord's Day; 
bur by -no means allow your ſelves in any needleſs Lz 
bours, nor in travelling upon the Road , or wandring ' 
about to make idle Viſits. God allows us fix days in 
the Week for our own Emplo s, let us devote the 
Lord's Day to his ſervice, readily and cheerfully. 

When the Sacrament of Baptiſm is admini , & 
'ou artend to it, Remember your own , 
ſaving received it in your Infancy, and reſolve ro li 
anſwerably thereto, fon in Prayer for God's bleſſing 
on the Children then received into the Church. And 
when you bring = own Children ro be baptized , ſer 
that you do 'moſt ſincerely. give them up to- God, an 
tevote them to his Service, with firm Reſolutions 
bring them up inf his fear , if God ſpare your _ 

—_— «  # | £ 
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theirs, and earneſtly pray for his Grace ro be given 
m to their Souls. And thoſe to whom you ſtand a5 
$ureries, you ought to do your utmoſt roward their goof 
Education in the knowledge of God and Religion , ac- 
conding ro. the Charge given you, eſpecially if the Pa- 
rents die, or prove negligent. And pray beware of a 

ery wicked pradice, which is common in ſome places, 
that afrer a Child 15 baptized, the Neighbours chat are 
invited, ſpend the reſt of the day in Riot and Drunken- 
neſs ; forgetting, that even now they renounced the luſts 
of the Fleſh, thoſe who ſtocd at the Font, and all the 
reſt, are under the ſame obligation, 

Whenever yoware invired by your Miniſter to the ho- 
1s y Communic, "Ho riot willingly negle& the Invitation: 
in | Þut come, with a thankful Heart to Keep up the remem- 
L | 


CE 
ww 
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brance of Chriſt's love in” dyirig for finners, according rg 
his expreſs, Command, L422. 19. . Take care to pre- 
re yoar ſelves by true repentznce for all your former 
tk. | firs, and Nedfaſt purpoſes by God's gr=ce throughly to 
» a | forfake the ſame, See thar you be 1n perfe&t Chariry 
in Y wich all Men , won forgiving thoſe who have offended 
vi 4 you, and offering fatisfaftion to choſe whom you have 
im; | offended; If after this, they will nor be reconciled, that's 
it | £07 your faulr, bur theirs, and therefore may nor keep 
ate | you from the Sacrament, Stay not away our of a Pre- 
of | fence; thar you want time 'to prepaze your ſelf, Fer a 
wy; conſtant holy Life, is the beſt Preparation. If you are fir 
Lz | for Prayers, you are fir for the Communion, Do nor 
:no | think that che Communion 15 only for rich People, The 
Souls. of the poor are as. precious as. the rich , and as 
the much. concerned in Chriſt's ' death 5 and haye as 
much cauſe ro remember jr , and ſeck after the benefits 
df of it. If you have not Money to offer at the ColleQion, 
, by ſee that you offer up your ſelves to Ged , and that wil, 
lived be of more value. Complain nor that you want Cloches, 
Ting) and therefore you abſent , both from the Church and 
and} Communion: bur ſee thar you come In 3g Wering 
A Garment required in the Goſpel, with humble, peni- 
thankful Hearts , and then you wi welcome 
meſts, at Chriſt's. Table.” For, your dire&ion,, if y. u 
have no Books on this Sabje& z.Fet read gy 
| XK 
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Office for the Communion in the Common Prayer, and 
you may find very great aſſiſtance from it. Ir's very fit 
alſo ro conſult with your Miniſter , eſpecially the firſt 
time you receive. Afure your ſelves, it's a very hainous 
ſm, to livecne year after another, in the negle& of this 
weighty Duty, and argues a very great cofiremprt of 
ws Saviour's Authority , and of his infinite love and 


Betore I leave ſpeaking of your Duty to God, let me be- 
feech you carefully ro abſtain from that common hainous 
ſm of Swearing. A moſt ſenſlefs piece of wickedneſs, that 
brings neicher pleaſure nor rand» along with it, When 
you are called before the Magiſtrate in weighty Caſes, 
you may lawfully fwear , Heb. 5. 16, but take grea 
care to ſwear the Truth, and nothing but the Truth : for 
otherwiſe , you call the rrue God to witneſs a Lie, and 
do even call for his vengeance upon your ſelves. In 
your ordinary communication , ayoid all manner of 
wearing, .cither by the ſacred Name of God, or by any 
Creature, Matth. 5. 24. 74m. 5. 12. Uſe not ſuch Ex- 
preflions, As you hope to be ſav'd, As you hope for mercy, 
with others the like , which are great, Oaths, though 
frequently uſed upon every flight occaſion. Do not 
ſo much as raſhly and careleſly mention the holy Name 
of God or Chriſt: bur let your inward Reverence be 
manifeſted in y-u ourward Expreſſions. 

Ando this I mayfitly joyn as earneſt Caution againſt 
the fin of Curfing, in which the Name of God 1s often 
diſhonoured , men wiſh that God's Carſe may 
light up-n others , ſometimes on their ey 
and neareſt Relations , ſomerimes on their Neighbours, 
and ſomerimes on their Carrel. Some profane wrerches 
wiſh damnation to thoſe they quarrel with , yea, even 
rothemſelyes, And how common is it to hear Men in 
their wrath, wiſh the Pox, or Plague, or Hanging eo their 
Neighbour, or bidding the Devil rake chem. Indeed 


they themſelves ſeem to be poſleſt by him, whilſt rhey 
yent this Language of Hell , and do take the ready way 
to bring all manner of Curſes, both on their own- Sc 
and Body , P/al. 10g. 17, 18. This wicked Cu 

proceeds both grom the wane of the true 'fear of Go 
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in Men's Hearts, and alſo from want of Kindneſs and 
Charicy to one another, of which I am next to ſpeak 
a few words. 

Next to the love of God above all, the loving of our” 
Neighbours as our ſelves, is the greatDury of a «. hriſtian, 
as our Sayiour teaches in that fame place , Matth. 22. 
29, 40. And Love is faid to be the filfilling of the Law, 
Rom. 13. 8, 9, 10. Nothing more becomes a Diſciple: 
of Jeſus Chuitt, than to live 1n love and charity with ail 
Mcn, doing all the good we can to others, but doing 
no manner of evil to any , Read 1 Cor. 13. This 15 moit 
frequently, and ſtri.ily commanded in fo Goipcl, aud 

e the very badge .nd clia. ater of aChriſtian, 7ob.1 2. 
34, 35+ This makes us moſt like ro our bleſſed Locd 
and , who went abour  continua.ly doing good, 
both to the Souls and Bodies of Men ; even co the very 
worſt of Men, and his moſt bitter Enemies, did be ſhew 

eat charity and kindneſs. And herein ct us ſtudy ro 
like him to the urmoſt of our power, 

If we have truc love for all Mca , we fha!! then ezfity 
and readily periorm all thoſe Duties which we owe to 
them in the ſeveral places and relations wherein we 
ſtand ; of which 1 muſt not here go about to give a 

icular account. [But in general. Husbands and 

ives ought moſt entirely to love each other, and fludy 
to render one another's Lives happy here , and the c 
Souls hereafrer. For if they live in diſcord and wrath, 
they have an Hell upon whilſt live, and have 
realon to expett the erernal rorments of Hell when they 
die. Parents ought to love their Children, and c.ke duc 
care of them , both as to Soul and Body : and Children 
ought ro honour and obey their Parents , and relieve 
Som, if they fandin need. Maſters maſt be gentle ana 
kind coward their Servants; and Servants be faich- 
ful and obedient ro their Maſters , even to the froward 
and ſevere. Subjets muſt yield obedience to all the 
lawful Commands of their Rulers, and patiently ſubmic 
to what Puniſhmenrs they infli&t ; and upon no Prerence 
whatever , may they rebel againſt chem: toc ir is moſt 
forbidden in Scripture, and damnacion thre..c- 

to thoſe that are guilty, Rom. 13.1, 2. And com- 
D3 monly 
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monly Treaſon and Rebellion, bring nothing but ruin and 
miſery in this World , 'as well as the next.” The 
People ought to eſteem and love their Minifters , to fol- 
low their godly Admonitions and Examples, and afford 
them due Maintenance. 

In brief, we muſt carefully abſtain fyom doing any in- 
Jury to any Man of wharrank or condition foever, either 
in his Soul or Body, his Eſtare or good Name: but muſt 
be ever ready. to do all manner ot good to all Men ac- 
cording to our, ability and” opportunity. And 'hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we love our Neighbours as cur 
ſelves , by dealing with all Men fo truly and juitly, 6 


mercifully and kindly, as we defire to be deair with our | 


ſelves. . This is the great Rule of the Goſpel, Matt. 7. 12. 
And by this' Rule oughr we to govern our fclves in all 
our carriage toward others , in buying and ſelling, 
and in” qur whole Converſation. ' This is a very pla't 
and cafie Rule ro walk by , and is moſt juſt and equal, 
and very large and comprehenfive ; ſo that if a Man will 
honeſtly :r.d fairthtully arrend to 1r , he need nor go fur 
ro ſeek for diretion how to behave himſelf in moſk 
Caſes, that may happen herwixt-him and his Neighbour, 
Would I be reviled :nd ſandered, cheated and cozened, 
beaten and hurz, or an; ochier way abus'd? It fior, then 
ct me nor u'e anorher ot this r. ce Would IT hedeipie'd 
or cderided tor my faults, of for my poverty and mit- 
tortune ? Woull I not rather in reaſon defire to be 
kindly inſtructed, aſliſted, and relieved ? Thus then, let 
me deal with my Neigtour, and according to my power, 
wich meckneſs and true kindneſs, inſtrut the 1gnorant, 
reclaim the vicious and erroneous, comfort the fad, re- 
heve the oppreſſed, feed the hungry, and clothe the na- 
ked. Even thoſe that are of a mean condition, muſt te 
ready to help ſuch}, as are in greater want than them- 
ſelves, The Man that lives by his Labour, is not wholly 
excuſed from works of Charity, Eph. 4 28, The Wi- 
dow's Mite is very acceptable ro God z and a cup of cold 
water ſhall nor loſe it's reward. A willing charitable 
mind it is that God chiefly looks at, 'atid ca ls for, and 
this the 'pooreſt may Haye, if it be not their own 
taulc, 7 
And 
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And our Charity and Kindneſs is not ' only to be ſhewn 
to our Friends, bur to our very Enemies themſelves. We 
may norrender evil for cvil, bur muſt ſtudy ro overcome 
evil by doing of good. It another ſtrike us, we may not 
ſtrike again; if he rail upon us, and revile us, we muſt 
not return the fame ill Language , bur either by filence, 
or by gentle and ſoft anſwers endeavour to appeaſe his 
wrath. For the: Rule is nor , to deal with orhers, 4s 
they deal with me , but as I in reaſon defire ro be dea!; 
with ; and another Man's fault will not excuſe mine. It 
he do me an injury, I muſt not be judge in my own 
Cauſe, nor take upon me to revenye it, but in welght 7 
Caſes, may fly to the Magiſtrate tor relicf. Bur upon 
no account whatever, may we bcar any grudge or ha. 
tred in cur Hearts againſt any Man, theugh never is 
wicked , or never ſo much our enemy : tur we muſt 
piry him and pray for him, that God would give him 
a berter mihd. If ever we hope to. find mercy with 
God, and have our creſpalles forgiven, we muit forgive 
thoſe that offend us , - as- we learn from. the Loci” S 
Prayer, and many moſt plain places of Scripture, Seu 
Matth. g. 44, &c. Faith. 18. 21, to the end. Row. 124 
14. to the end, We muit ſhew mecknels and 2cnr!c. 
neſs to all. mcn.; and never willingly 12y or dG any thing 
to provoke another to anger nor toad, we Fe cafiiy 
provoked, bur very cafily appeaicd and reconcuicd. 
It's very fad to.” conſider, what wretched and mi- 
lerable Lives many of the poorer fort lead, by tizeis 
continual brawling and ſcolding ,, quarrelling and con- 
tending wich one another : and ſomerimes when ti cy 
have ſcarce Money to buy Bread ,;they'l throw. it away 
In vexatious. Law-Suirs , meerly ous of Spire and Re- 
Vvenge. | 
And the People of this Rank, ought eſpecially ro he- 
ware of envying thoſe that are. in betrer Condition 
than themſelves, We ought to have that true kindneſs 
and good will for all Mcn,- that we ſhould be glad of 
their proſperity , chough we our ſelves be in aftuction; 
as.,0n the other hand, we to have great, compal- 
fion-for thoſe in miſery, we be 11 proſperity. 
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And let fuch that are in wane, rake heed , that their 
Necefſitigs put them upon no unlawtul Courſe tor their 
Relief. Particularly , beware of ſtcaling any thirg, 
though of a ſmall value. By degrees, it's to be feared, 
you will go on to greater matters, and ſo may bring 
your ſelves ro ſhame and puni in thi: World, :$ 
_ as _— CCMme. _— ro avoid this, is 
rv be very diligent in your Calling, as the Apoſtle 
direfts in that plece before named, Do 28. uw 
are not able ro work, it's lawful to beg. Euthy no 
mcars betake your ſelves to this lazy, unprofitable Lite 
of beggirg, it you are able ro ſubfiſt by anv other 
Jawful courſe. He that will not work when he c.n, 
de.crves rot to eat. But rarhcr tian cit! c&t ſtcal or 
ftarve, 3ou may ſeek for Relicf from your Neightou, 's 
Charity, But do nor go a-our to edcceive him, ty tor- 
rowing what you know youre never like to pay : for this 
1s downright clearing. Rather deal plainly, and make 
known your Neceflities, If you truſt in Gcd, and 
do ycur duty, he will takecare of you : And though 
ow 4 be poo Nrairs ſometimes, yer ſtill =_ will _ 
a 1uppIy. ro prevent 5 our erty , me Ccipc- 
chilly 2AM you againſt chat common bruiciſh ſm of 
D-unkenneſs, which brings both this and many other 
miſchiefs along with it, as I have before told you. In- 
deed, it hinders eyery thing that's and leads Men 
mto all manner both of fin and miſery. This Vice it is 
thar makes more Beggars than any other cauſe. Where- 
fore, if you have any to your Families, any love 
to Soul or Body, avoid all riot and exceis. Ear ard 
drink moderately , as may tend to keep you beſt in 
health, and make you moſt fit for the ſervice of God, and 
your own C.llings. 

And, laſtly , beware of that filthy ſm of Whoredom, 
which very often gces along with Drunkenneis, and 2s 
ofren brings the curſe of God , toth upon Men's Eodies 
nd Eſtares. And to keep you innocent, avoid 1dlenels, 
as well as intemperance. - And flie on all _ ard 
wicked comp.ny, where you ae in dinger of being 
enticed ond codinred : ond do- net 10 much as 2llow 
1 our ſelves in any unclecn thoughts or defires, wy = 
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ſins ſhall find mercy, Wherefore do you henceforward 
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filrby Diſcourſes, or in any wanton carriage and behavi- 
our. For the preventing of all wickedneſs in this kind, 
God hath a:lowed Marriage, which is ſaid ro be honou- 
rable in all, hut Whoremongers and Aduſterers God 
will Judge, Heb. 13. 4. Wherefore let them who are 
in thar ſtare keep ſtrialy true to their Marriage Vow : 
And all both Married and S:ngle preſerve hoch Bedy and 
Soul (o chaſt ard purc that the holy Spiric of God ma 
now dwell in their hcarrs, 2rd tl.cy may be fit ro d 
for ever in the preſence - of the moſt holy God. 

And thus Ihave briefly given you anaccount where- 
in conſiſts thit holines ot lite, to whichall Chriſti.ns 
:re obiiced by the Preceprs of our Bleſſed Saviour, and 
by their Eaptiſmal Vow, which binds them to keep his 
Pcecepts and to follow his Example, who himſelf lived 
in the fame holy manner thct he taught; {nd hach 
commanded ali that ſay they abide in him to walk as by 
walled. 1 Joh. 2. 6. The ſumm of all you have in few 
words which the Goſpel teaches, evcn.that - we ſhould 
deny ingodliniſs and all worldly laſts, and live ſoberly, righ- 
troufly and piouſly in the World. Tit. 2. 11, 12. 

And now let me again beſeech you fer ro conſ1- 
der whether ir has been your care to live fi 
00d lives, yea or no. And whereinſoever your Con» 
icience does accuſe you that you have negleHed the du- 
ties God has commanded, or commurted thoſe ſms 
which he hath forbidden, do you humbly 
and confeſs the ſame to Almighty God, with wue 
ſorrow for the fame, earneſtly begging - 
don for Chriſts ſake, who dyed on 
and through whom all thar conteſs and -forſake their 


a2 


reſolve by his Grace that you will toriake your fins and 
amend your lives, and make it your chief buſineſs ro 
keep Conſciences void of offence toward and Man, 
not allowing your ſelves in any known fm, nor in the 
wiltul regle& of any known Dury, Do not objeR againſt 
this znd fay that it 15 impoſſible to lead ſuch an holy 
Life :- For thouſands in the World, of all Ranks and 
Conditions, have done it in all Ages, by the 
of God's Grace, which you ſhall never want if you 
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ir earneſtly, and improve ir diligently. 'And though 
there may af firſt be ſome difficalry- in leaving an 1!! 

courſe, yet by degrees it will grow eafie, and you wil 

then find nothing ſo ſweet and pleaſant as Religion 
and 'Vertue, 

And do not,l beſeech you, fancy that it is not for poor 
people to think of being ſo Religious and godly ; thar 
this is only for ' the Rich, whohave little elſe ro do. 
Why, will rot 'vou. that are Poor have as tnuch care 
of your own Souls as the Rich, and ſtudy to be hap- 
Py as well as they. By this means you will be even 
with them, yea much happier than they even in this 
life, except they be Good as well as Grear. Whar is 
there in all I have ſaid but even the pooreſt may per- 
form , 'if they have bur a willing mind. May you not 
love God and your Neighbour, be ſober and chaſt, meek 
and humble, pray 'to God and praiſe his name, &«c. 
Nay is not this the much. better-way- to keep you from 
poverty, or to help you our of it ? Is it notrmuch cheap- 
er to live ſoberly and honeſtly;than to live in Drunkenne(s 
and Whoredom and -fuch like waſtfal firs ? Does ir nor 
oft you much more to go to Law for revenge, than to 
forgive an"injury ? One vice coſts more the maintaining 
than ten vertues And-F am confident © more- Families 
are broughtro Poverty'by grarifying their Luſts than by 
roviding for their Chikiren, how many ſoever they be, 
{ir not think you muzh-berrer for your ſelves and Fa- 
milies to ſpend the Lords-day in Gods ſervice both in 
publick and private , than to waſt your time and mony 

ar the Alchouſe ? "Daily experience ſhows that it is nor 
-—— Bono of it that makes Men poor and 
mi - *Befides that ſuch good People have Gods bleſ- 
andfayours, as I have already ſhewed, and therefore 
be ſure to take care of them and theits. 
And pray do net think that you ſhall be faved meer- 
becauſe you are poor': For if you be Wicked and 

FS you' will certainty be miſerable in the next 

World' as wellas this. gw was not gp becauſe 

was” , bur-becauſe he was -a'pious Man : 
Wot on. the 'other' hand,” Dives was / not damn'dfer- 
rich, but becauſe he was —C 
wRouy 
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wh wholly” given ip ro pamper and adorn | his Carcaſe, 
1 LE nches wath you! agalif ewo' or : thee dange* 
vil rous prper hang harden many Men in their fins. 
on ware of thinking that it's enough for a Man'to be bapti- 


zed and keep his Church, and go to Prayers and Sermons, 


or and ſometimes ro the Communion, and ſay his Prayers, 
"ar in private, that this is enough to prove him a good 
o, Chriſtian and* make fure of Salvation, All this is, very 
Ire good; Hur' this' will nor ſerve rurn; except our hearts - 
p- be fo thorowly fanRifred by rhe. Grace of God that we 
en do truly love God above all, and fer our hearrs on the 
TO joyes of Heaven, and love our Neighbours, and. be true 
is :nd juſt in our dealings, Temperare and Chaſt in gur 
F'- Converſation, as is before deſcribed. And this 1s the 


or grear [end of Prayers, Sermons and Sacraments, to make 
k us more and more holy in heart and. life ; without whictr 


6 we ſhall be rather worſe than berrer tor them. | Matt. 
m 7: 21;' 22, 23. | og 
p- | © - Benotſo weakas to think you may be ſaved by a good 
io belief alone, by your faith in Chriſt, aud truſting in God, 


It withour obedience to his Commands. Iris for Chriſt's' 
0 ſake 'only you are faved, bur he will ſave none bur 
'p thoſe who obey him. Heb. $5. g.. And that only is true 
's faving Faith, which purifies the heart, and produces. 0- 
y bed*ence as you have keard before. And fince God has 
b. plainly rold ns that we cannot be faved without ho+ 
|- lineſs, if we take up a fooliſh confidence thar we may 
n be ſaved withour it, this is not truſting in God, bur in 
y our own fancies and the Devils'delufions. We may ſafe- 
c ly truſt in Gods promiſes, bur then ler us ſee to perform! 
| the conditions, and become ſuch an humble, hol people, 
- as he has promiſed for Chriſts ſake ro own and \, ow 
e Take heed alfb of miſtaking the nature of Repen- 
rance; as if ir wereonly being a little wy for our fins, 
. and crying to God for mercy, and then all will be well, 
though we go on ſtill in our 'o'd ways. But this is a 
, moſt dangerous miſtake. For a Man never truly repents 
till he forſakes his fin and 'changes his * courſe : , When 
the Drunkard becomes Sober,and the Profane Man a de- 
your Worſhipper of God, and fo continues. True Re- 
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And laſtly, Do nor think it enough to forſake ſome 
ns and keep others ;, to do ſome good duties and neg- 
others, and thenexcule your ſelves by ſaying ir 1s 


jour failing. Every Alan has bis failing , and this is mint.S0 
-7 the Drunkard and the Whorem » and fo fays 
the angry Man when te Swears or or gives bad 


] e. Bur ſuch fins as ace cammirted againſt know- 
l and Conicicnce, and continued from time to time, 
when we have leiſure ro think befo:chand and prevent 
them, theſe are ro be reckoned as wilfull fins, not as 
Hondy Eſpecially ſuch groſs fins as Drunkennels , 
Whoredom, common Swearing cr Lying and the like 
are not © be reckoned as failings. Indced whatever 
ſm a Man loves and picads for and allows himſelf in, is 
not 2 nicer Infirmity but a wiltull cranſgreflion, A 
good Man hatcs all fm as he does ſickneſs, and ſtrives 
and watches mr againſt ir, He hates every falle 

to all Gods Commands. A true 


condition God-ward. But qtbereiog is one part | 
of our duty, yetit is but a part. We muſt alſo fee 
that we do not wrong Almighty God and our own Souls 
by ſetting our hearrs chiefly on this World, by neg- 
letting his Worſhip and Service, by living in exceſs or 
uncleanneſs or other known fm. We muſt be both 
um Ges. loyal to our Prince, juſt and chari- 
_ to our Neighbour, humble and Toter, every way holy 
if we willa pou: our ſelves to be Chriſtians in- 
oe that wilfuſl y offends in one point and allows 
f cherein, is guilry in effet of breaking the 
bole Law : For he viles Gods —— and it 
he meers with the ſame temptation, will it any 
other ſm. And as is commonly and truly ſaid in this 
caſc, one Stab though bur with a Pen-kife may wound a 
* Man as mortally, as twenty thruſts with a,Sword ; (o 
one fm loved and delighted in, may damna Mans Soul as 
well 2s a thouſand, Zanes 2. 10. 


Having 
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Having thus endeavoured briefly to remove your 


ry : | 
leading ſuch a / and Life , 35 you 
ing , righteous, Rr, BY 


Arguments 
hid down, and ponder rhem in your mind ; and then 
certainly you cannot bur own , that [ Rs 
nothing , bur whar is very juſt and reaſonable , 
every way for your own greateſt . And if you 
are convinced of this , then forthwich to thi 
jous Reſolution , without rrifling. or d&laying. 
ſooner you do it, the fafer it is, and the berrer for 
you. Do nor go on in fin ar » 0n.4 
thar you'l repenr hereafter , you are » Or 
when you come to be fick, and ro die, Do not pur 
off rhe grexx buſineſs of Life eo the end of your days. 
when you are not ſure of time or ſtrengrth , or of God 
afſfiſtance, or acceptance of you. Do not plead the 
Example of the Thief upon the Croſs : for his Caſe was 
nothing like yours, that have long enjoy'd the offers 
of grace and mercy. If now from. this preſent” rime 
ou will heartily and ſmcerely return ro God, you 
fave no reaſon to deſpair of his mercies, how 
or pre C og, have been: bur if you 
in ſm, uming upon God's mercy 
you have juſt cauſe to or te this bold pocfiangein 
and horrid abuſe of God's grace, may end in your crer- 
na! ram and damnation, | 
Bur if you are willing now ily ro enter 
this Reſolurion and Purpoſe, ler me in 4 
words, farther dire& you, by what means you may 
render it firm and laſting, may be beſt enabled ro 
rhe ſame. | 
1) And firſt, I would adviſe you to take the next con- 
V OO PIRy 1 confirm this haly Refolurion, at 
the Table of the Lord. There ſolemnly renew your * 
Bapriſmal Vow. Dedicare and give up —_—— 4 
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the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ; renouncing the 
Devil, the World , and the Fleſh, , and all thoſe 


wicked ways they would dravy you to, more eſpecially 


thoſe fms » which you have, been formerly moſt guilty 
of. * Henceforth ,” Jer the ,Loxd Jeſus char © bought you 
with” his be, taken for your' only Lord and Ma- 
Ner, co govern - you by his Spirit, and by his Laws, as 
ever, you deſire and hope to be faved by his Death and 
Reſurrefion, And uſe frequencly re: think of this (o- 
Temn Engagement, afrer you have made it :"that it 
may have due force upon you , when you are rempt- 
ed_ro revolt to ,any wicked praftice, Often repeat 
the fame bhetwixr God and your own Soul ; and eſpe- 
clally renew ' it by frequent attendance on "the Holy 
Communion, there ſceking for grace and ſtrength from 
Oo, to walk in his holy ways ſtedfaſtly and con- 


(2 But that brings me to a ſecond DireRion, that 
you f not reſolve upon all this, in a confidence 
of your own ſtrength, bur in the moſt humble depen- 
dance on the grace of God , which he is ever willing 
uch as ſeek it carrieſtly in, the way he 

has appointed , by a due atrendance on the means of 
Grace , the Word, Prayer , .and. Sacraments.  Where- 
fore, as you have opportunity ', atrend. carefully” to 
the reading and hearing of his Word , and hide it in 
your Heart , that you may not ſip againſt bim. And be 
ery, much in- Prayer to for his holy Spirit, to 
begin you . through his Son Jeſus, who will powet- 
ly 1nrerceed for you , and make good” his Promiſes, 
to humble and. deyout _ Supplicants ,, Zu. 11. 13, 
Fob. 16. 23, 244 Whenever you are ih & , and 
Ze afanked by any temptation to ſin, or are ward 
to what is good, then eſpecially pray fervently for 
ng ne ſtrengrhning Grace , and your Prayers 

not 


"'*T 


in yain. 
(3) To your Prayers, add conſtant watchfulneſs 
over. your ſelf at all times, and in all places and corn- 


* panies.,, Warch oyer your ney ty ſelves , and 
is 


over your, words and aRions. ever watch- 
ing-to deceive: us, and there are many ſhares and 
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in all our ways, and we have 
cures and treacherous Hearts, and therefore had need 


pon your A&ions , and if you haye 
been drawn into any wilful fin, do not a h 
matter of ir, nor. yet deſpair of Pardon, if. you 
wuly penirent, Wherefore, ſpeedily and earneſtly, 
berake your felf ro God by true Repencance, j 
mercy for Chriſt's fake, and more Grace to. ſtrengrh- 
en and aſſiſt you. Renew your Purpoſes for amend- 
_— Life , and fer your Watch more ſtrialy for 


( 4 ) To quicken and engage you to this Watch» 
$, Remember, that Almighty God is ever-pre- 

ſent with -you , and obſerves all your ways, and 
takes great delight in your Piety and Holineſs , bur 
is of purer Eyes, than to behold the leaſt iniquiry 
with any pleaſure. Wherefore , always walk as in the 
preſence of this Holy God , whether you are alone, or 


in Company. 

( 5 5 Think okcen, how near you ſtand to another 
World, and_ what an account you muſtgive ro God, of 
all your Deeds done in the Body ; and fo live now, 
as will be meſt for your comfort at Death and 
Judgment. When the Profirs and Pleaſures of Sin 
entice you , compare them with the erernal -Joys 
which they will deprive you of, and with the eter» 
nal Tormients they ro, Think whether ever any 
Man by finning againſt God , did gain ſomewhar 
that's better thang Heaven , or that's worth going w 
Hell for. Ler be _— in your . con. Toy 
and che fading Vanities .of this World will. have -lit- 


tle eſteem with you, Ofc: pI 
| .,, Words 
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Words-of our Blefſed Saviour , What wil it profit Þ 


« Man to gain the whole World , and loſt bis own Soul * 
Or what 4 Mm give is exchange for bus” Soul + 
Mark 8. 36, 37. | # 0; 
Laſtly , In ſtead of more Dire&ions , let 'me adviſe 
you ro acquaint your ſelf with your Miniſter ; and * 
conſulr him in the grear Concernments of your Soul; 
as Men are wont to do the Lawyer and the Phyfician, 
in marrers thar concern their Bodies and Eſtares' ' Do 
not 'think 'it enough to hear his Sermons in publick ; 
bur rake Advice from him in private, ard open to 
him the ſtate and ca'e of your Soul, fo far as may 
enable-him ro give ſuch DireRions , as are moſt pro- 
per w_—_ Condition, This eſpecially you ought ro 
do , 2” firſt make entrance upon an Holy 
Life, and firſt addreſs your ſelf ro the Holy 
Communion; or when you- are under any gre-t 
- doubrs, and trouble of mind; and are vexed with 
fore remptarions , *eirher of one ſort or other; or 
when you are ſet upon by ſich -that would draw 
you' away from Our Church, either ro Popery, or 
ro any other Se& amongſt us. Then preſencly be- 
take your ſelf tro your Minifter : And in theſe or 
the like Caſes, rake Dire&tion from. him, and te 
ſure to follow his wholſom Counſel ;* and defire his 
Frayers to God for you. I know in large Pariſhes, 
Miniſters are not able to have a particular know- 
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FPFRAYER:» 
\Chiefly for” the aſſiſtance of Gods. . 4 


grace., in order. to the leading - 
an Holy Lite. 


| oO” boly , and ever bleſſed Lord God., I do hiombly 


caſt down my ſelf bejore thee , achnowltdging aud , 
Yamenting my own finfalnds , i rey begging I 


and mercy through the _— aur 
"rgog Advocatt.'' I confeſs, 0 Gets Ln 
" wile finer, polluted from the very Womb LY, - 
if cave te the oft of my-Reafen , 7 beve of EE we 
_ "With meny 'wilſul and haivons ty | 
* \ſodly negleGed thy- Service , and pw” —— "thy py > 
. and have been greatly wanting ' in thoſe Duties ' whil 
x T-owe 16 ther” my God', to. my N hbour,, and to 'my 
ms Soul ; md have not lined in ſuch « godly, rights- 
'\Y;. 045; charitable and ſober manner, . as 1 ought to, bave dont.: 
1. Bt have often ed \coutrary. to my. own Reaſos ave |} 
"3: "Conſtience ," and to the» plain: Precepts of thy Word, ad; 
* ng he $y ey own Promiſes and Vows , for butter .Ohas > 
0-Lird, give 'me_ 4 clear. fight of ny fins, 
W £3 drep "ſenſe of the evil of of 17 mays x. ht ow” 
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” » may be. truly bunbled ," and broken-.in the remenbrs 


uly 
And- for the Lord Feſus ſakt, who died far Sins 
ers , bt merciful to me, O. Father of Mercits, pardon 
all my Tniquitits , and let them net br remonbred” againſ 


m to my Condemnation , tither in this World, & tha | 


#0 come, Nor is it only Pardon that I beg, but moſt 


earneftly I beſeech thee by thy Holy Sperit , to ſanttifn 


me both in Body and Soul , that being made pure and boly 
in Heart and Life, 1 may ſors thee diligently aff 


days on Earth , and ſo may enjoy 'thee for tvir in Hee + 


»#t3, I am fully convinced, that it is both my duty and 
my happineſs to fear and ſerve thee, the great and. gle 
Tous God , who baſt made me and redeemed me, and” bi» 
therto graciouſly. preſerved me. I achnowledge thy Ser 
Aqgice to he & jreedom , and all thy. Laws to br holy, 
iF.s and good, Wherefore I defrre ntterly to renounce and 
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Spirit. Give me fuch a clear knowledge of thy. infinite 
£oodnſs, and of all thy gloriaus perſettions , that I may 


ever humbly admire and adore thee , and lowe thee With 


all my Heart and Soul , and cleave to this as my only: 
portion , preſtrving thy javour before all the rnjayments of 


this World, Help me always firmly to. traſt in thet, and. 
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FT 


s 


Saul or Body 
ty, 


; after us. 


to the Generations 


whether 
to: this Fam 


race to 


1d all bis Subjttis, & 
7 T ines 
fied , 


EEE Ts ſo ; 


? RON: 


o V 3 EC 


os 


Peary 
ERA E in; 


